The Preface. 

and others jvho are fome of the moft coniiderable in their fever al Profejfions. 
But that that yet farther convinces me of the Real efteem that the more fe- 
rious part of men have of this Society ,k, that fever al Merchants, men who 
aCt in earnefif whofe Object is meum is? tuum ,that great Rudder of humane 
affairsfiave adventur'd confiderable [urns of Money, to put in practice what 
fome of our Members have contrived ', and have continued ftedfaft in their 
good opinions of fuch Indeavours, when not one of a hundred of the vulgar 
have believed their undertakings feaf able. And it vs alfofit to be added, that 
they have one advantage peculiar to themfelves,that very many of their num- 
ber are men of Converfe and Traffick ; which vs a good Omen, that their 
attempts will bring Philofophy from words to a&\on feeing the men ofBufi- 
nefi have had fo great a fa are in their fir f foundation. 

And of this kind I ought not to conceal one particularGcneroftty ,' which mor e 
nearly concerns my felf.lt is the munificence of Sir JohnCutler,^ endowing 
a LeUture for the promotion of Mechanick Arts ,to be governed and directed 
byThisSodety JhiSounty I mention for the Honourablenefs of the thing it 
fe If and for the expettation which I have of the efficacy of the Example ; fot 
it cannot now be objected to them,that their Defigns will be efieemed frivolous 
andw ain, when they have fuch a real Teftimony of the Approbation of 
a Man that vs fuch an eminent Ornament cf this renowned City , and one , 
who, by the Variety, and the happy Succefs, of his negotiations, has given 
evident proofs, that he vs not eafte to be deceiv'd. 'This Gentleman has well 
obfervd, that the Arts of life have been too long imprifon'd in the dark 
flops of Mechanicks themfelves,<lsf there hindred from growth, either by ig - 
nor ance,or felf -inter ef hand he has bravely treed them from thefe inconveni- 
ences-.He hath not only obliged T radelmcn^z/t Trade it felfiHe has done a 
work that is worthy of London, and has taught the chief City of Commerce 
in the world the right way how Commerce is to be improv'd. We have already 
feen many other great figns of Liberality and a large mind, from the fame 
hand: For by his diligence about ^Corporation for the Poor ;by his hono- 
rable Subfcriptions for the rebuilding of St. Paul s:by his chearful Disburf- 
ment for the replanting ofhchnd,and by many other fuch publick woi 'ks, 
he has Jhewn by what means he indeavours to eftablifh his Memory . ; and 
now by this laftgift he has done that, which became one of the wifeft Citizens 
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four Nation to accomplifb, feeingone of the wifeft ot our Stateimen,the 
LordVerulam , fir fi propounded iu 

But to return to my Subject, from a digreffm, which, Ihope,my Header 
will pardon me, feeingthe Exampleis fo rare that I can make no more fuch 
digrefftons. If thefe my firfi Labours ft: all be ary wayes ufefulto inqui- 

ring men, Imufi attribute the incouragement and promotion of them to a ve- 
ry Reverend ^Learned Perfon, of whom this ought in juflice to befaid. 
That there is fcarce any one Invention, which this Nation has pro- 
duc’d in our Age, but it has fome way or other been fet forward by 
his afliftance. My Reader,! believe, ivdl quickly ghefi, that it is Dr. Wil- 
kins that I mean. He is indeed a manbornfor the good of mankind, and for 
the honour of his Couutry. In the iweetnefs cf whofe behaviour, in the 
calmnefs of his mind,, in the unbounded goodnefs of his heart, we have 
an evident Inflance, what the true and the primitive unpaffionate Religi- 
on was, before it was fowred by particular Factions. In a word, his Zeal 
has been fo conftant and effectual in advancing all good and profitable 
Aris,tbat as one cf theAntient Romans [aid of Scipio, That he thanked 
God that he was a Homan ; becaufe whereever Scipio had been born, 
there had been the feat of the Empire of the world : So may I thank. 
God, that Dr. Wilkins was an Englifhman, for whereever he had lived, 
there had been the chief Seat of generous Knowledge and true Philofo- 
phy. To the truth of this,there are fo many worthy men living that will fub - 
feribe, that I am confident, what I have here faid, will not be lookdupon, 
by any ingenious Header, as a Panegyrick,' but only as a real tefti- 
monyf 



J - ~ t j r ----- j- - "" ' JV..V.V tut JUULJlCfsSOf 

fo eminent a Perfon as Dr. Wren , who was the firfi that attempted any 
thing of this nature ; whofe original draughts do now make one of the Orna- 
ments of that great Collection of Rarities in the Kings Clofet. This Ho- 
nor, which his firfi beginnings of this kind have receiv'd, to be admitted in- 
to the mofi famous place of the worldfiid not fo much incourage as the ha 
zard of coming after Dr. Wren did affright me ; for of him Imuft affirm, 
that, fincethe time cf Archimedes, there fcarce ever met in one man, info 
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